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What is International Mother 
Language Day (IMLD)?

*A day to celebrate all mother languages spoken by First 
Nations,  Aboriginals, Canadians, Immigrants etc. 
including the linguistic minorities, for example, Braille 
and Sign language users during  the month of 
February 
* IMLD has been proclaimed by UNESCO in 1999, 
Province of BC in 2015, and all Municipalities of 
Lower mainland Vancouver 

*IMLD has been included in the School District’s Yearly 
Calendar of events 
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* The number of indigenous mother languages listed for 
Canada is 89………… 

* Out of these 89 languages, 85 are living  and 4 are 
extinct………….( three from  BC origin) 

* Out of 85 Canadian living languages, 14 are 
endangered 

* Out of these 14 endangered languages, 7 are from 
British Columbia.

Canadian Origin  
Endangered Mother Languages 
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British Columbia is one of the 
most Linguistic Endangered Zone  

We need to protect, conserve and 
celebrate our  mother languages 
now!  

Linguistic Alarm in BC  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21st February  

Has been Included as 
 

“International Mother Language Day”  
 

in the School Yearly Calendar of 

Surrey School District - 36 
(as well as in all other School Districts of Lower Mainland Vancouver)

10/22/2018 5



British Columbia Society Reg. #  S-0060789

Message from the 
Hon. Governor 

General of Canada  
on  

International 
Mother Language 

Day
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IMLD Celebration -2018 
Hon. Judith Guichon, OBC  
Lieutenant Governor of BC  

Attended as Chief Guest

Annual Celebration of   
 IMLD 

Participated by 
Elementary School Students   

Funded by the  
City of Surrey.
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Province of 
British 

Columbia 
Proclaimed  

International 
Mother 

Language Day
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Message from the 
Premier of  

British Columbia  
on  

International  
Mother Language Day
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City of Surrey 
Proclaimed  

International 
Mother 

Language Day
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Surrey  School 
District No.36 

endorses  
International 

Mother 
Language Day
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Annual Celebration 
of  

“Mother Language 
Festival”  

Funded by the 
City of Surrey
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Surrey School District  
Linguistic Diversities

*172 Various Mother languages and their 
speakers have been identified in Surrey 
School District (In Richmond– 122, In 
Vancouver – 126) 
*60% of Surrey speaks a language other than 
English  at home
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Beneficiaries

*The main beneficiary of this Program are 
the Children of the Schools.  
*Children are the main carrier of their 
mother tongue.  
*They can carry the message and uphold 
their mother languages generations after 
generations.
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BC Model  
for Implementation of IMLD

Surrey was taken as the Model City for BC Model. 
Surrey School District was pioneer to accept the 
Model. It has two parts: 
▪ Part-1:Integretion of IMLD in BC  

This part is to establish/recognize IMLD in 
various levels of this Province. 

▪ Part-2: Implementation of IMLD. 

This part is to make awareness among the 
children  about IMLD.
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Part-1 of 
BC Model  

Integration of IMLD in BC 
*Surrey is the birth place of IMLD.The theme of IMLD was 

first initiated from here to UNESCO 
*Almost  all the Municipalities of Lower Mainland (Vancouver, 

Surrey, Richmond, New Westminster, Vancouver, North 
Vancouver etc.) have proclaimed 21st February as IMLD 

*In 2015 the BC Provincial Government has proclaimed 21st 
February as IMLD 
*Created “Lingua Aqua” a Mother Language Monument in 

Bear Creek Park, Surrey 
*Every year we celebrate IMLD and Mother Language Festival 

funded by the City of Surrey
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Part-2 of  
BC Model  

 

Implementation of IMLD 

Children are the carrier of Mother Languages. 
Therefore, the main component of this Program 
are the Children of the Schools. Children are the 
target groups. Schools are the platforms to 
facilitate. 
Almost all School Districts of Lower mainland 
Vancouver have accepted and introduced IMLD 
into their School Yearly Calendar
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Expected Results of the Model

*Surrey School District  has 101 Elementary 
Schools 

Elementary Student Enrolment: 
 App. 40,000   Students/year 
*Once the model is successfully implemented, at 
least 40,000 students will  be aware of their 
mother languages 
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UNESCO’s  
Appreciation Letter 

On  

BC Model 
For the implementation 

of IMLD
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Related Delegations & 
Achievements

*Our first delegation for the Mother Language 
Monument project was awarded  $130,000 from the 
City of Surrey and the Lingua Aqua was unveiled in 
Bear Creek Park in 2009 

* Our 2nd delegation was approved by the City of 
Surrey,  and a Mother Language Festival is being 
celebrated every year during the week of the IMLD 

*Our on going delegation is participation of all School 
Districts across the Province of British Columbia 
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Objectives of the Delegation

*Creating general awareness about the conservation 
of all Mother Languages 
*Engaging Schools for the preservation of mother 
languages 
*Extending the program to Provincial & eventually to 
National Level 
*Obtaining a Moral Support to create a “Mother 
Language Institute in British Columbia” 10/22/2018 22
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*                
IMLD Implementation Requests 

(Board of School Trustees are at the Steering) 
  

******** 

- Schools shall be the starting platform for Language 
conservation 

- Appoint a Mother Language Ambassador  in every 
School District 

- Appoint a Mother Language Ambassador in every 
School
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Dear Respected Trustees! 
We Need Your  

Firm Recommendation on IMLD

*IMLD is already in the Website of School 
District’s Yearly Calendar of Events 
*Your kind Recommendation to the School 
Staff will accelerate to promote the Study 
and Celebration of IMLD
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Our Mother Language is  
Our Identity  

Our Children are the Main Carrier of Mother 
languages 

M u l t i l i n g u a l i s m r u n s p a r a l l e l t o  
Multiculturalism 
Therefore, please  come forward  to help our 
Children to uphold their Languages, Culture 
and Heritage to enrich our Canadian  
Multiculturalism
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Thank You 

      
For more information, please contact:  

Mohammad Aminul Islam 
President, 

Mother Language Lovers Of The World Society, BC 
Phone:  778-895-4084 

Email:    maislam@motherlanguagelovers.com
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